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                                                                 Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting October 16, 2008


Minutes

Bethel Township Board of Zoning Appeals

October 16, 2008 – 7:00 P.M.

Regularly Scheduled Meeting 
Bethel Township Meeting Room, 8735 S. 2nd Street – Brandt, Tipp City, Ohio

Board of Zoning Appeals Member(s) Present:  
Biggs,  Senseman

Sonnanstine, Schwieterman (alternate)
Board of Zoning Appeals Members(s) Absent:
Fisher, Paden 
Staff Present: Gebhart – Director of Planning & Zoning

Vice-Chairman Biggs called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Mr. Biggs had members of the Board and staff present introduce themselves.

Mr. Biggs stated that before special presentations are made tonight, he would go over the meeting procedures.  Mr. Biggs and Mr. Gebhart explained the process of the meeting to residents present for the meeting.  They stated that after the staff report is read, the applicant would be sworn in and be able to give any additional statements on their application.  
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes:

Mr. Biggs stated he would entertain a motion to suspend the reading of the minutes.

Mr. Schwieterman made a motion to suspend the reading of the previous meeting minutes until the end of the meeting.

Mr. Sonnanstine seconded the motion.

Mr. Biggs

Yes

Mr. Schwieterman 
Yes

Mr. Senseman

Yes

Mr. Sonnanstine
Yes

Motion passed 4-0.

Township Trustee Cliff Wray and Dave Fisher from the Concerned Citizens for Bethel Township spoke to the Board of Zoning Appeals from 7:04PM until 7:32PM concerning the 3.8 mil renewal issue on the November 4, 2008 ballot.  After a PowerPoint presentation, Mr. Wray and Mr. Fisher took questions.

Mr. Biggs thanked Mr. Wray and Mr. Fisher for coming to the meeting.  

Mr. Biggs asked Mr. Gebhart if there were any other items that needed to be addressed before the BZA began to hear cases for the evening.  Mr. Gebhart said that there were no other items.

Mr. Biggs asked Mr. Gebhart to read the first case.
New Business:

V-07-08:  A request from John Crull, 4385 SR 202, Tipp City, OH.  The applicant requests a Variance under Sec. 14.05 concerning Lot Development Standards.  The applicant would like a variance from frontage from the required 200’ to 125’.  The property is zoned F-1 Flood Plain, and is located 4385 SR 202, Tipp City, Ohio,  Miami County, Bethel Township, Town 2, Range 9, Section2.
Mr. Gebhart read his staff report, and said that Mr. Crull is in attendance.
The applicant, John Crull, 1868 Towne Park Drive was sworn in by Mr. Biggs.  Mr. Crull spoke briefly stating his desire to build a house and live in the Township.
Mr. Schwieterman asked Mr. Crull questions concerning the lot.  

Mr. Biggs asked if there was anyone present who wished to speak for the application.  Seeing none, the Chair asked if there was anyone present who wished to speak against the application.  No one came forward.  

Mr. Gebhart stated that he had a letter from Larry and Sonja Ewald of 4343 SR 202.  Mr. & Mrs. Ewald were out of town and could not attend the meeting.  Mr. Gebhart read the letter.  The Ewald’s objected to the granting of the request.  Mr. Gebhart stated that the letter sent to him by the Ewald’s would be entered into the public record for this case.  
Discussion ensued for several minutes about the letter submitted by the Ewald’s and how this lot was created. The discussion also included discussion concerning ODOT’s role and participation in this case.  
Seeing no other people wishing to speak, Mr. Biggs closed the public hearing portion of Case V-07-08.

There was discussion and comments between members of the board and staff.

Mr. Schwieterman made a motion to approve the request.

Mr. Senseman seconded the motion.

Mr. Biggs

Yes

Mr. Schwieterman 
Yes

Mr. Senseman

Yes

Mr. Sonnanstine
No
Motion passed 3-1.

Mr. Biggs asked Mr. Gebhart to read the next case.

CU-03-08:  A request from Gordon & Debra West, 8263 E US 40, New Carlisle, OH.  The applicants requested a Conditional Use under Sec. 16.04.  The applicants would like to temporarily place a mobile home on property, while their home is rebuilt from a fire.  The property is zoned A-2 General Agriculture and is located at 8263 E US 40, New Carlisle, Ohio, Miami County, Bethel Township, Town 2, Range 9, Section 2.

Mr. Gebhart read his staff report, and said that Mr.  & Mrs. West were in attendance.

The applicant, Mr. Gordon “Steve” West, 8263 E US 40 was sworn in by Mr. Biggs.  Mr. West spoke.  He thanked the Bethel Township Fire Department for all that they had done.

Mr. West spoke about the fire that destroyed their home during the wind storm on September 14, 2008, and their desire to rebuild on the property.  He stated that they were living at a motel, which was about a 15-20 minute drive from their property.  They were making multiple trips to the property to attend to their kenneling business, which is also located on their property.  He stated their desire to live on site during reconstruction.  
Mr. Gebhart stated that prior to amending the Bethel Zoning Resolution in 2007; this case would not have needed to come before the BZA.  Mr. Gebhart stated that in his role as Zoning Administrator, he could have approved this request.  Mr. Gebhart also stated that he was working on text changes to the Zoning Resolution, and his hope was that this type of request would go back to something he could approve.

Mr. Biggs asked if there was anyone present who wished to speak for the application.  Seeing none, the Chair asked if there was anyone present who wished to speak against the application.  No one came forward.  

Seeing no other people wishing to speak, Mr. Biggs closed the public hearing portion of Case CU-03-08.

There was discussion and comments between members of the board and staff.  

Mr. Schwieterman made a motion to approve the request.

Mr. Sonnanstine seconded the motion.

Mr. Biggs

Yes

Mr. Schwieterman 
Yes

Mr. Senseman

Yes

Mr. Sonnanstine
Yes

Motion passed 4-0.

Mr. Biggs asked Mr. Gebhart to read the final case for the evening.

CU-04-08:  A request from Catherine Wightman, 1571-3 Charter Woods Circle, Fairborn, OH.  The applicant requests a Conditional Use under Sec. 12.04 to operate a martial arts academy in Wiley Industrial Park.  The property is zoned I-1 Light Industrial and is located at 4240 B Lisa Drive, Tipp City, Ohio, Miami County, Bethel Township, Town 2, Range 9, Section 25.

Mr. Gebhart read his staff report, and said that Mrs. Wightman was in attendance.

The applicant, Catherine Wightman, 1571-3 Charter Woods Circle, Fairborn, OH was sworn in by Mr. Biggs.  Mrs. Wightman gave an overview of the martial arts academy and her desire to locate in Wiley Industrial Park.

Mr. Biggs asked if there was anyone present who wished to speak for the application.  Seeing none, the Chair asked if there was anyone present who wished to speak against the application.  No one came forward.  

Seeing no other people wishing to speak, Mr. Biggs closed the public hearing portion of Case CU-04-08.

There was discussion between the Board and staff.

Mr. Sonnanstine made a motion to approve the request.

Mr. Senseman seconded the motion.

Mr. Biggs

Yes

Mr. Schwieterman 
Yes

Mr. Senseman

Yes

Mr. Sonnanstine
Yes

Motion passed 4-0.

Old Business:

None
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
Discussion ensued concerning why at last month’s meeting the minutes were not approved. 
Minutes for August 21, 2008
Members of the Board had several corrections that needed to be made.
Mr. Biggs made a motion to table until corrections could be made.

Mr. Senseman seconded the motion.

Mr. Sonnanstine
Yes

Mr. Senseman

Yes

Mr. Biggs

Yes

Motion to table approved 3-0.

Minutes for September 18, 2008

Members of the Board had several corrections that needed to be made.
Mr. Schwieterman made a motion to table until corrections could be made.

Mr. Biggs seconded the motion.

Mr. Schwieterman
Yes

Mr. Sonnanstine
Yes

Mr. Senseman

Yes

Mr. Biggs

Yes

Motion to table approved 4-0.

Motion was made to adjourn by Mr. Schwieterman.

Mr. Biggs seconded the motion.

Meeting adjourned.

