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CARES Act Funding for the Township 
Towards the end of 2020, Bethel Township received funding from the CARES Act to be spent on 
items directly related to the COVID 19 pandemic.  This funding for local governments came with 
multiple federal guidelines and reporting to ensure that the funds were spent only on items that 
could be linked to the pandemic.  Bethel Township staff assessed the needs and checked with other 
government agencies to determine the best uses for these funds.  The decision was made to focus 
on several areas that could use attention during these difficult times.  The areas of focus were Per-
sonal Protective Equipment (PPE), staff safety, building cleanliness, technology, staff vehicle and 
hazard pay for frontline EMS providers. 

PPE: Obviously, there was a need for an accepted level of medical precautions to be used in deal-
ing with EMS patients and human interaction.  We purchased N-95 masks, surgical masks, gowns, 
respirators, etc.  The minimal level of protection that our crews were required to use on every EMS 
call was N-95 mask, eye protection, and exam gloves.   

Staff Safety: Keeping our staff healthy and ready to serve the community was and still is of the 
upmost importance.  Funds were utilized to provide for a second uniform for fire staff, purchase of 
a gear washer and dryer (to remove pathogens from exposed fire gear), small food supply for when 
crews were required not to leave the building for their entire shift and individual lockers for them to 
store their own personal items in.  A major item that was purchased was a second LUCAS device.  
This device is used to provide mechanical, hands free CPR.  This limits our “hands on“ contact 
with patients that are in cardiac arrest.  This allowed us to equip both medics with an important life 
saving device.  Our crew ready room was remodeled to create four individual workstations for 
training, reporting and interdepartmental communication.  A new washer and dryer was installed in 
the crew living quarters.  This allowed for the creation of a “clean zone” to keep uniforms, towels, 
etc. washed in a controlled environment away from potential bio-hazards in the bay area. 

Building Cleanliness: Cleaning the Township offices and fire department went from a daily activi-
ty to multiple times daily.  In addition to all crew members sanitizing surfaces, a professionally ap-
plied ionizing spray solution is being used once a week.  We have also purchased ultraviolet light-
ing that will be used to disinfect crew living areas, offices, and patient compartments in the ambu-
lances.  All the carpet was removed from the fire station and offices and replaced with vinyl plank 
flooring.  The entire living area and offices were repainted with Sherwin Williams super paint that 
is resistant to viruses and bacteria.   

Technology: Remote meetings, distance learning, zoom calls were quickly becoming the norm.  
The Township made changes in hardware and software subscriptions to keep up with this growing 
trend.  Purchases for tablets, webcams, computers, and networking were needed to be able to com-
municate in this new environment.    

Staff Vehicle:  As part of the remaining funding, a staff vehicle was purchased.  The Township 
purchased a 2020 F-150 taking advantage of fleet pricing.  This vehicle will reduce cross contami-
nation between fire personnel and other township staff.   

Hazard Pay: During the pandemic, the Township has been fortunate to have dedicated fire and 
regular staff that have continued to conduct normal operations to the community.  The Fire Depart-
ment first responders have shown tremendous dedication coming to work and being ready to re-
spond to COVID and non-COVID calls.  The Township Trustees thought it important to grant Haz-
ard Pay to these front-line workers.  There were two pay periods for this: March through August 
and September through December.  The Township would like to again thank our dedicated first-
responders.   

At this time approximately 75% of the Fire Department staff has received the first round Moderna 
vaccine.  This not only keeps the Fire staff safe but makes it safer for our patients as well.  
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Drainage Issues in the Township 
Rainfall in our area was above average in 2017, 2018 and so far for 2019 as well.  The upside of all 
this rain is that it is replenishing the Great Miami Buried Valley Aquifer, where many Bethel Town-
ship residents get their drinking water.   The downside is that many properties in the Township are 
having drainage problems.  Some of the storms have simply been too much for the existing tile and 
ditch systems (many of which are over 50+ years old) to handle; causing them to collapse or erode.  
In addition, ground saturation as a result of long periods of rain makes it difficult for the surface 
water to permeate and be absorbed into the soil; sometimes natural and/or man-made obstructions 
change the natural water course; sometimes intentional diversion of the natural water course causes 
problems. Private drainage problems have been brought before the Township Board of Trustees by 
private landowners seeking resolution of the problem by action of the Township Trustees and com-
monly expecting the township to bear the cost and expense of correcting the problem. Bethel Town-

ship takes these concerns very seriously as they can damage prop-
erty and affect property values. However, not all of these issues can 
be corrected with the intervention of the Township.   
As a Township we must look at drainage issues in two ways: issues 
that affect Township roads and private property drainage issues.  
The Township has the authority and obligation to maintain Town-
ship roads which includes excessive pooling of water or water 
flowing across a roadway.  We do this by making sure the culvert 
and ditches are maintained as well as proper grading of the road 

surface. Private property drainage issues, from a Township perspective, are anything outside of that 
road right of way.  Most of the complaints we receive are about standing or flowing water that do 
not impact the roadway.  In this case landowners are often referred to either the Miami County 
Commissioners or Miami County Soil and Water Conservation District.  The reason for this referral 
is that the Township is NOT granted any authority to construct or maintain ditches or piped storm 
water on private property.  The remedy for this situation is called a ditch petition and is exclusively 
handled by one of those two Miami County agencies. 

Recycling Center to close on August 30, 2019 
Due to increased costs, the Bethel Township recycling 
center will close on August 30, 2019.  In 2013, the town-
ship paid $3,169 for Waste Management to handle our 
recycling for the year.  In 2018, the cost was $7,912 and 
we are on track to spend $9,274 for 2019. The market for 
recyclables has changed drastically since January 2018, 
when the biggest buyer, China, made the decision to no 
longer accept plastics and mixed paper. We will continue 
to search for an economically viable recycling service to 
replace Waste Management.  Township residents can still 
take their recycling to the Miami County Transfer Station 
located in Troy at 2200 N County Road 25 A.   Their 
hours are Monday through Friday from 6:00 am to 6:00 pm and Saturday from 7:00 am to 2:30 
pm .  They are closed on Sundays and holidays.  The recycling center was well used and we hope to 
find a cost effective replacement for it soon. 

Continued on page 3 
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Winter Road Tips 

Bethel Township Police Levy 
One of the most important services in Bethel Township is the contract we have with the Miami County Sheriff’s office.  
Even though the County Sheriff provides protection for all of Miami County, we specifically contract for extra services.  
Bethel Township has a contract for an additional eight hours of specific coverage per day.  This means that a deputy is 
stationed in Bethel for his/her eight hour shift.  The schedule is assigned by the County Sheriff based on trends of when 
he thinks it is needed the most.   
As with anything, the extra coverage comes with a cost.  The township currently has a 1 mill Police Levy that was made 
a permanent levy in 2000 which covers the costs of the additional hours.  A permanent levy can  not renewed until it is 
replaced  This levy replaced a .5 mill levy and a 1 mill levy at the tax rate in fiscal year 2000, which is still the rate col-
lected today.  The tax collection for this levy in 2017 was $109,184.08.  
Along with the actual deputy the Township also covers the cost of the fuel for the police car.  The total expenditure for 
2017 was $108,219.55.  The actual contract was for $101,789.48, the fuel was $4,756.49 and there is a tax collection fee 
from the County Treasurer of $1,673.58.   The contract for 2018 will increase to $103,825.28 which is a 2% increase 
plus approximately $5,000 for fuel and the tax collection fee.  The projected total cost for 2018 will be approximately 

The winter months are here and we have already had several snowfalls resulting in very cold weather and challenging 
road conditions.  Our plows will be out plowing and salting the roads as inclement weather arrives.  During snow and ice 
storms, the Bethel Township Road Department makes every effort to keep roadways as safe as possible for drivers.  
Please note that in an effort to reduce costs, we will not plow between the hours of 1 a.m. - 5 a.m. unless storm condi-
tions dictate otherwise.  Below are a few tips from our road department: 
 Remember that the road in front of the plow is usually in much worse condition than the roadway behind the plow. 

Plows will typically travel under 35 miles per hour and there is always a temptation to pass them. For your safety, it 
is recommended that you stay a safe distance behind the snowplows. 

 During plowing operations, visibility can be reduced by blowing snow and plow operators may need time to stop or 
move over to avoid stranded vehicles. Keeping a safe distance between your vehicle and the plow is very important 
in order to avoid accidents. 

 Allow plenty of room when passing a snowplow. Do not cut back into the lane ahead of the plow too quickly since 
the blade extends several feet ahead of the truck.  

 When you see an approaching snow plow on an undivided roadway, move as far away from the center line as you 
safely can since blowing snow may obscure the actual width of the snowplow's blade. 

 Turn on your lights - to see and be seen. Brush the snow off your headlights and taillights frequently. 

Financial Facts from the Fiscal Officer 
Bethel Township frequently gets questions on “How much did that cost?”  Here are a few informative facts about costs 
of projects and equipment. 

 Paving of roadways cost about $115,000 per mile. 

 The recycling center offered by the Township costs 
about $7,200 per year. 

 A new ambulance is around $225,000. 

 Fire trucks are around $500,000. 

 Plow trucks cost  approximately $150,000 with the 
plow, lights, etc. 

 Cardiac Monitors for both medics cost over $50,000 

 The Township uses about 3,500 gallons of diesel 
fuel and 1,300 of gasoline per year.  

 The Township employs 35 part-time fire personnel, 
1 full time road worker and 2 part-time road work-
ers, 1 full time zoning administrator, a part-time 
receptionist. 
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Zoning Update 
Zoning Certificate Applications October—December, 2020 
ZC-44-20 / 9655 Haskett Ln/ Porch cover 
ZC-45-20 / 4110 E US RT 40/ Accessory Building 
ZC-46-20 / 2332 US RT 40/ Accessory Building 
ZC-48-20 / 6515 ST RT 40 / Accessory Building 
ZC-49-20 / 6375 Studebaker Rd / Accessory Building 
ZC-50-20 / 7338 Agenbroad / Accessory Building 
BETHEL TOWNSHIP ZONING COMMISSION (ZC): 
The Bethel Township Zoning Commission (ZC) did not meet for the month of November or December.  They did meet in regular ses-
sion in October to hear the following cases: 
Case ZA-11-20: Star City Concrete (4490 E US 40)  to combine and rezone 2 parcels from B-3 Neighborhood Business and A-1 Do-
mestic Agriculture to B-1 General Business.  Parcel 1 is .21 acres zoned B-3 neighborhood business and is Miami County parcel ID A01-
086229.  Parcel 2 (adjacent) is .979 acres zoned A-1 Domestic Agriculture and is Miami County Parcel ID A01-009820.  PASSED 
Case: ZA-12-20: A request from 8.13 Acquisition, LLC, 3611 Woodburn Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45208, to rezone 8.13 acres to I-1, Light 
Industrial, from A-2, General Agriculture, on ground presently used for agricultural purposes and located approximately 502 yards east of 
St. Rt. 202 on the south side of Studebaker Rd., Tipp City, OH 45371. The property is identified as Miami County Parcel ID #A01-
074500. WITHDRAWN  
BETHEL TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (BZA): 
The Bethel Township Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) met in regular session in October and heard the following cases.  They did not 
meet in November or December.   
Case: V-12-20: A request from Brent Kerns, 7115 S Dayton-Brandt Rd, Tipp City OH 45371, for a variance allowing for a 40’X64’ ac-
cessory building of 2,560 sf where 2,000 sf is allowed for this parcel size. Miami County parcel ID: A01-055477.  PASSED 
Case: V-13-20: A request from Elbert Allen, 6515 US RT 40, Tipp City OH 45371, for a variance allowing for a large garage addition to 
the house to extend approximately 10 feet into the 50-foot setback. Three original parcels have been combined into one parcel. Miami 
County parcel ID: A01-086042. PASSED 

  

Zoning Code Survey 

Oct—Dec:   
Fire  47  EMS  136  All Runs 183 
 
2020 Totals:   
Fire 129  EMS  454  All Runs 583 

The number of part-time 
firefighters employed by 

Bethel Township Fire  
Department.  We have no 

full time firefighters. 

      
    
    
    
    

   

The number of responses we have received to date 

The last day to fill out a survey 

If you have misplaced your survey you can stop by the township offices and pick up another copy (M-F 8:30 am—4:30 
pm) or go to www.betheltownship.org and click the link at the top of our home page.  Thanks to everyone who has filled 
out and returned a survey. We appreciate the input!   

Board of Zoning Appeals meets on the fourth Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Bethel Township Meeting 
Room.  The Zoning Commission meets @ 7:30 pm the same 
night and in the same location.  Public notice for both the 
Zoning Commission and the Board of Zoning Appeals meet-
ings are posted in the news section of the Township web site 
at www.betheltownship.org, and in the Troy Daily News.  
Additionally, residents within 500’ of the requesting proper-
ty are notified by first class mail as per the Bethel Township 



 

Bethel Current  Winter 2021 

Page 3 

Bethel Township or Bethel School District? 

Police Levy 
Bethel Township has a 1.0 mill Police Levy which has been in place since 1999.  The levy generates approximately 
$112,678 every year and it funds our contract with the Miami County Sheriff’s Department.   

Since 2014, the contract has cost more than the levy generates.  For 2021, the cost of the 
annual contract, plus fuel and other costs is approximately $120,000. This shortage of 
$7,400 has been paid with funds from previous years, as have the cost overages in the last 
7 years.  The Township Trustees are discussing the need to REPLACE the levy this year.  
A replacement levy does not change the millage, but will use 2020 home values, rather 
than the 1999 home values.  It will generate approximately $158,000 per year (which will 
cover expenses until at least 2035) and will cost the average homeowner approximately an 
additional $7.36 per $100,000 value of home per year. The trustees believe the additional 
40 hours of police coverage in the township is desired by residents. If you have any ques-
tions or comments about this levy or the replacement levy, please contact a Trustee or 
Andy Ehrhart, Bethel Township Administrator.  

What are some of the key differences in Bethel Township and 
Bethel Local School District? Believe it or not, we get this ques-
tion all the time! Although trustees Beth van Haaren and Carolyn 
Wright have worked on many school levies and Fiscal Officer 
Deborah Watson sat on the School Board for eight years, the 
Township and the School are separate entities with separate 
boards.  Neither has jurisdiction over the other but the Township 
Trustees strongly believe that a great community and a great 
school go hand in hand and always support the school levies.   

Some Fast Facts…. 

Bethel Township is governed by a board of three 
trustees and a fiscal officer that are elected for four 
year terms. The trustees hire the Township Admin-
istrator. 

Bethel Local Schools is governed by a board of five 
school board members that are elected to four year 
terms.  The school board hires the Superintendent 
and the Treasurer. 

Bethel Township is responsible for zoning, road and 
roadside maintenance, the fire department, cemeter-
ies. 

Bethel Local Schools is responsible for the educa-
tion of the students and the construction and mainte-
nance of the school buildings. 

Bethel TOWNSHIP has 3 school districts within its 
borders:  Miami East, Tecumseh and Bethel  

County borders do not change with annexations, so 
all parcels on this map pay Miami County Taxes.  

Bethel Local School District serves students who 
reside in Bethel Township and in the City of Huber 
Heights (all students from Parktowne, Carriage 
Trails and Windbrooke) 

All residents of Bethel Township vote on Township 
issues. 

City of Huber Heights residents (Carriage Trails, 
Windbrooke and Parktowne) do not vote on Town-
ship issues and do not pay township property taxes.   

Residents vote on school issues and pay school tax-Bethel School District, 
City of Huber Heights  

Tecumseh School District,  
Bethel Township 

Miami East School District, Bethel Township 

Bethel 
Township, 
Miami 
County 

N 

Elizabeth Township 
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Winter Road Tips 

Bethel Township Police Levy 
One of the most important services in Bethel Township is the contract we have with the Miami County Sheriff’s office.  
Even though the County Sheriff provides protection for all of Miami County, we specifically contract for extra services.  
Bethel Township has a contract for an additional eight hours of specific coverage per day.  This means that a deputy is 
stationed in Bethel for his/her eight hour shift.  The schedule is assigned by the County Sheriff based on trends of when 
he thinks it is needed the most.   
As with anything, the extra coverage comes with a cost.  The township currently has a 1 mill Police Levy that was made 
a permanent levy in 2000 which covers the costs of the additional hours.  A permanent levy can  not renewed until it is 
replaced  This levy replaced a .5 mill levy and a 1 mill levy at the tax rate in fiscal year 2000, which is still the rate col-
lected today.  The tax collection for this levy in 2017 was $109,184.08.  
Along with the actual deputy the Township also covers the cost of the fuel for the police car.  The total expenditure for 
2017 was $108,219.55.  The actual contract was for $101,789.48, the fuel was $4,756.49 and there is a tax collection fee 
from the County Treasurer of $1,673.58.   The contract for 2018 will increase to $103,825.28 which is a 2% increase 
plus approximately $5,000 for fuel and the tax collection fee.  The projected total cost for 2018 will be approximately 

The winter months are here and we have already had several snowfalls resulting in very cold weather and challenging 
road conditions.  Our plows will be out plowing and salting the roads as inclement weather arrives.  During snow and ice 
storms, the Bethel Township Road Department makes every effort to keep roadways as safe as possible for drivers.  
Please note that in an effort to reduce costs, we will not plow between the hours of 1 a.m. - 5 a.m. unless storm condi-
tions dictate otherwise.  Below are a few tips from our road department: 
 Remember that the road in front of the plow is usually in much worse condition than the roadway behind the plow. 

Plows will typically travel under 35 miles per hour and there is always a temptation to pass them. For your safety, it 
is recommended that you stay a safe distance behind the snowplows. 

 During plowing operations, visibility can be reduced by blowing snow and plow operators may need time to stop or 
move over to avoid stranded vehicles. Keeping a safe distance between your vehicle and the plow is very important 
in order to avoid accidents. 

 Allow plenty of room when passing a snowplow. Do not cut back into the lane ahead of the plow too quickly since 
the blade extends several feet ahead of the truck.  

 When you see an approaching snow plow on an undivided roadway, move as far away from the center line as you 
safely can since blowing snow may obscure the actual width of the snowplow's blade. 

 Turn on your lights - to see and be seen. Brush the snow off your headlights and taillights frequently. 

Financial Facts from the Fiscal Officer 
Bethel Township frequently gets questions on “How much did that cost?”  Here are a few informative facts about costs 
of projects and equipment. 

 Paving of roadways cost about $115,000 per mile. 

 The recycling center offered by the Township costs 
about $7,200 per year. 

 A new ambulance is around $225,000. 

 Fire trucks are around $500,000. 

 Plow trucks cost  approximately $150,000 with the 
plow, lights, etc. 

 Cardiac Monitors for both medics cost over $50,000 

 The Township uses about 3,500 gallons of diesel 
fuel and 1,300 of gasoline per year.  

 The Township employs 35 part-time fire personnel, 
1 full time road worker and 2 part-time road work-
ers, 1 full time zoning administrator, a part-time 
receptionist. 
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Bethel Township Trustees  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

PRESORTED STANDARD 
U.S. POSTAGE                  

PAID                                    
TIPP CITY, OH                 

PERMIT #22 

All meetings are held in the Bethel Township Community 
Room, 8735 S. Second Street-Brandt unless otherwise noted.                 

All meetings are subject to cancellation. 

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT  WWW. BETHELTOWNSHIP.ORG     
Or like us on Facebook  or Instagram —  Bethel Township, Miami County, Ohio                                       

Trustee Carolyn Wright                                                    
ph. 937.620.9144                                             
carolyn.wright@betheltownship.org 

Trustee Beth van Haaren                                           
ph. 937.477.0289 
beth.vanhaaren@betheltownship.org 

Trustee Don Black                                                     
ph. 937.974.7171            
don.black@betheltownship.org 

 
March 
 3 Historical Society Meeting, 7 PM 
 9  Trustees Regular Business Meeting, 7 PM 
16  Co. Planning Commission Mtg. in Troy, 7:30 PM 
23 Trustees Regular Business Meeting, 7 PM 
25 Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting, 6:30 PM 
 Zoning Commission Meeting, 7:30 PM   
 

 
Please note: 
The Board of Trustees meets in Workshop Session on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month at 8:00 AM in 
the Township Building in Brandt.  Please check the 
Township’s website at www.betheltownship.org for 
Workshop Session cancellations. 

January   
 6 Historical Society Meeting, 7 PM 
12 Trustees Regular Business Meeting, 7 PM 
19  Co. Planning Commission Mtg. in Troy, 7:30 PM 
26 Trustees Regular Business Meeting, 7 PM 
28 Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting, 6:30 PM  
             Zoning Commission Meeting, 7:30 PM 
 
 
February 
  3 Historical Society Meeting, 7 PM 
  9  Trustees Regular Business Meeting, 7 PM 
16  Co. Planning Commission Mtg. in Troy, 7:30 PM 
23  Trustees Regular Business Meeting, 7 PM 
25 Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting, 6:30 PM 
 Zoning Commission Meeting, 7:30 PM   
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Winter Road Tips 

Bethel Township Police Levy 
One of the most important services in Bethel Township is the contract we have with the Miami County Sheriff’s office.  
Even though the County Sheriff provides protection for all of Miami County, we specifically contract for extra services.  
Bethel Township has a contract for an additional eight hours of specific coverage per day.  This means that a deputy is 
stationed in Bethel for his/her eight hour shift.  The schedule is assigned by the County Sheriff based on trends of when 
he thinks it is needed the most.   
As with anything, the extra coverage comes with a cost.  The township currently has a 1 mill Police Levy that was made 
a permanent levy in 2000 which covers the costs of the additional hours.  A permanent levy can  not renewed until it is 
replaced  This levy replaced a .5 mill levy and a 1 mill levy at the tax rate in fiscal year 2000, which is still the rate col-
lected today.  The tax collection for this levy in 2017 was $109,184.08.  
Along with the actual deputy the Township also covers the cost of the fuel for the police car.  The total expenditure for 
2017 was $108,219.55.  The actual contract was for $101,789.48, the fuel was $4,756.49 and there is a tax collection fee 
from the County Treasurer of $1,673.58.   The contract for 2018 will increase to $103,825.28 which is a 2% increase 
plus approximately $5,000 for fuel and the tax collection fee.  The projected total cost for 2018 will be approximately 

The winter months are here and we have already had several snowfalls resulting in very cold weather and challenging 
road conditions.  Our plows will be out plowing and salting the roads as inclement weather arrives.  During snow and ice 
storms, the Bethel Township Road Department makes every effort to keep roadways as safe as possible for drivers.  
Please note that in an effort to reduce costs, we will not plow between the hours of 1 a.m. - 5 a.m. unless storm condi-
tions dictate otherwise.  Below are a few tips from our road department: 
 Remember that the road in front of the plow is usually in much worse condition than the roadway behind the plow. 

Plows will typically travel under 35 miles per hour and there is always a temptation to pass them. For your safety, it 
is recommended that you stay a safe distance behind the snowplows. 

 During plowing operations, visibility can be reduced by blowing snow and plow operators may need time to stop or 
move over to avoid stranded vehicles. Keeping a safe distance between your vehicle and the plow is very important 
in order to avoid accidents. 

 Allow plenty of room when passing a snowplow. Do not cut back into the lane ahead of the plow too quickly since 
the blade extends several feet ahead of the truck.  

 When you see an approaching snow plow on an undivided roadway, move as far away from the center line as you 
safely can since blowing snow may obscure the actual width of the snowplow's blade. 

 Turn on your lights - to see and be seen. Brush the snow off your headlights and taillights frequently. 

Financial Facts from the Fiscal Officer 
Bethel Township frequently gets questions on “How much did that cost?”  Here are a few informative facts about costs 
of projects and equipment. 

 Paving of roadways cost about $115,000 per mile. 

 The recycling center offered by the Township costs 
about $7,200 per year. 

 A new ambulance is around $225,000. 

 Fire trucks are around $500,000. 

 Plow trucks cost  approximately $150,000 with the 
plow, lights, etc. 

 Cardiac Monitors for both medics cost over $50,000 

 The Township uses about 3,500 gallons of diesel 
fuel and 1,300 of gasoline per year.  

 The Township employs 35 part-time fire personnel, 
1 full time road worker and 2 part-time road work-
ers, 1 full time zoning administrator, a part-time 
receptionist. 


